
East Knox Women’s Bible Study Group: “Overview of the Prophets” 

 

Lesson 9 

 

Title: Zephaniah   

 

Name means: “Defended” or “Protected by Jehovah”  

 

Time Frame: The Inductive Study Bible lists it as 636BC-623BC. Woodrow Kroll lists as 

622BC-612BC and Warren Wiersbe lists as 640BC-609BC.  

 

Location: Jerusalem  

 

Written to: Judah  

 

Average reading time: < 10 minutes  

 

 Other helpful scriptures and info:  

Zephaniah prophesied during the early days of Josiah’s reign, some 25-30 years before 

Babylon attacked Jerusalem. He was a contemporary of Nahum and was likely 

prophesying when Jeremiah came on the scene. This scripture era is found in 2 Kings 21-

23 and 2 Chronicles 33-34.  

 

Zephaniah’s genealogy given in chapter 1:1 is very interesting. He was the great-great-

grandson of the Godly king Hezekiah, through Hezekiah’s son Amariah. King Josiah was 

also a descendant of Hezekiah through Hezekiah’s son Manasseh, and Manasseh’s son 

Amon. Manasseh and Amon were two of the most wicked kings in Judah’s history. This 

genealogy makes Zephaniah, King Josiah’s older cousin. Perhaps Zephaniah had a great 

influence on Josiah as he began his reforms in Judah. 

 

Other scriptures to consider: In speaking of God’s wrath, compare the words of 

Zephaniah to 2 Thessalonians 2, especially chapter 2:6 and following, and also 

Revelation 6-18.  

 

Watch for the phrase “Day of the Lord” as you read Zephaniah.  

 

Application/Principle: 

In Zephaniah we see what happens when God has had “enough”! Today, we live in an 

age of grace, but one day God’s wrath will be evident. Many doubt this (see 2 Peter 3:3-

4) but God has brought judgment before and He will do so again.  

 

But what has made God so angry? What is Judah doing that is so wrong? Are these same 

things being done today? In spite of God’s wrath poured out in this book what 

encouragement do you find in these words?  

 

What other applications do you see in this book? 


