
East Knox Women’s Bible Study Group: “Overview of the Prophets” 

 

Lesson 8 

 

Title: Nahum 

 

Name means: “Consolation” or “Full of Comfort” 

 

Time Frame: The Inductive Study Bible lists it as 650BC-620BC. Woodrow Kroll lists 

663BC-612BC, and Warren Wiersbe lists as 663BC-654BC. God’s words through 

Nahum come some 100-125 years after Jonah’s evangelism in Nineveh.   

 

Location: Judah 

 

Written to: Judah, but primarily about judgment upon Nineveh 

 

Average reading time: < 10 minutes 

 

 Other helpful scriptures and info:  

The era of the book of Nahum falls during a time of Global changes – Assyria’s days 

were waning, Babylon was beginning to emerge as a force to be reckoned with, and the 

Medes were slipping out from under the rule of Assyria. The Medes would later align 

with Babylon for a short while before aligning with Persia. 

 

This era of scripture can be found in 2 Kings 21-22 and 2 Chronicles 33-34:1, but 2 

Kings 17-19 gives important background concerning Assyria. 

 

During the time of the prophet Nahum, Assyria had already destroyed the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel and was oppressing and seemingly on the verge of destroying 

Jerusalem as well. They had laid siege to many of the outlying areas of Judah and had 

encamped around the walls of Jerusalem. It’s an exciting story of God’s miraculous 

rescue of Jerusalem.  

 

Application/Principle:  

Nahum’s purpose and mission was to comfort the Southern Kingdom of Judah by 

announcing God’s judgment on Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. Essentially – what is 

comfort for Judah is destruction for Nineveh. There is an Arab word that describes this. It 

is “Nakba”. This word is often used to describe the establishment of Israel in 1948 when 

it was a blessing for Israel and destruction for Palestine. (Note: If you do a search on 

“nakba” all you will find is the devastation of Palestine, nothing about the joy of Israel.)  

 

But for us – what do we learn about God from Nahum 1:2-3, 7? We can see from the 

book of Nahum, and God’s judgment on Nineveh that “God has no grandchildren”. Each 

person must come to God for himself. The repentance of Nineveh during Jonah’s day did 

not carry over to the following generations. How do we see this happening today? What 

other applications do you see in this book? 


