
East Knox Women’s Bible Study Group: “Overview of the Prophets” 

 

Lesson 5 

 

Title: Hosea 

 

Name means: “The Lord (Jehovah) Saves” or “Salvation” 

 

Time Frame: The Inductive Study Bible lists the time as 755BC-714BC, Woodrow Kroll 

lists it as 715BC, and Warren Wiersbe doesn’t give it a specific time other than listing the 

Kings of the era. 

 

Location: Northern Kingdom/Samaria 

 

Written to: Primarily Israel (also known as Ephraim) and to  lesser extent, Judah (which 

included the tribe of Benjamin). 

 

Average reading time: <30 minutes 

 

 Other helpful scriptures and info:  

The era of the book of Hosea is similar to Amos. It falls in the 2 Kings 15-18 and 2 

Chronicles 26-29 time frame. In fact, Hosea picks up pretty much where Amos left off. 

Like Amos, it was a time of economic prosperity with moral laxity and we find the 

Israelites serving many other gods. As God looked upon Israel as His wife (Hosea 2:20 

and Isaiah 54:5) He called this Spiritual Adultery. 

 

Although Amos was very severe in his prophecy, we find that Hosea was more tender – 

perhaps because of his personal involvement, which allowed him to understand God’s 

personal pain more fully. 

 

In 2 Kings 17:1-6 we see Israel being taken into exile by Assyria. This occurred in 

722BC. 

 

Hosea prophesied in Israel at the same time as Isaiah and Micah in Judah. 

 

Application/Principle:  

Has adultery hit your home, or that of a close friend? How (or did) reconciliation or 

healing occur? Adultery (spiritual or otherwise) is the breaking of a covenant, and that is 

sin. How is spiritual adultery happening today? 

 

Woodrow Kroll calls Hosea “the backslider’s book”. He said, “If you or friend or family 

have drifted far from God, be encouraged through the story of Hosea.” He added, “This is 

the perfect book for anyone who needs to know that no sin is so great that God’s 

forgiving love is not greater still”.  

 

What other applications do you see in this book? 


