
East Knox Women’s Bible Study Group: “Overview of the Prophets” 

 

Lesson 3 

 

Title: Jonah 

 

Name means: “Dove” 

 

Time Frame: Most scholars agree on the general time frame. The Inductive Study Bible 

lists it as 784BC-772BC. Woodrow Kroll and Warren Wiersbe both list it as 793BC-

753BC. It’s worth noting, too that the events of this book took place some 50 years 

before Assyria’s attack on Israel.  

 

Location: Nineveh 

 

Written to: Assyrians (with a side 

message to Israel) 

 

Average reading time: < 10 minutes 

 

 

 Other helpful scriptures and info:  

Concerning the timeframe: 2 Kings 14:23-25 actually mentions the prophet Jonah and 2 

Chronicles 26 is the general era. It was a time of great prosperity, but of moral and 

spiritual decay. 

 

Concerning the book’s validity: Matthew 12:39-41 

About the origin of Nineveh: Genesis 10:8-12  

As for Jonah’s actions – see Hebrews 12:6  

 

Application/Principle: 

Have you ever felt God leading you to do something that you didn’t want to do? How did 

you respond? Did you get angry? Did you kick at gravels in the driveway or slam cabinet 

doors? Did you reluctantly serve or refuse?  

 

Some of the most encouraging words in scripture (in my opinion) come in chapter 3:1, 

“Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah… a second time.” Has God ever given you a 

second chance to serve Him? We can learn a lot about “attitudes” in this small book and 

how our actions can affect others. Jonah’s refusal to do what he was called to do brought 

judgment. So would Israel’s refusal to do what they were called to do bring judgment as 

well. 

 

What about enemies? Do you have any enemies? How do we love our enemies? This 

book too, teaches us that God doesn’t want anyone to perish, but all to come to a saving 

knowledge of Himself. What other applications do you see in this book? 

 


