
Hebrews 
Lesson 9a: Hebrews 9:1-14 

“Then and Now” 

 

Part One: Overview 

Read Chapter 9:1-14 

 

 In order to understand what Jesus did and what He fulfilled – we must understand 

the “picture”. In this lesson we will talk about the Tabernacle and the “furniture” 

that God decreed that would be in it. We’ll also talk some about the sacrifices, 

but mostly about “Yom Kippur” aka “The Day of Atonement” and the “Red 

Heifer”. 

 

Q Have you ever studied or heard a sermon on the Tabernacle and its parts; what 

each represented? 

 

Q What questions do these verses raise for you? Jot them down – and be sure we 

cover them. If I don’t know the answer – I’ll find out for next time.  

 

 

 

Part Two: The Earthly Tabernacle and its “Furniture” 

Read Chapter 9:1-5 along with Exodus 25-26 and 30:1-6 

 

 The scripture and details for the creation of the Earthly Tabernacle and its 

furniture can be found in Exodus 25 and 26, especially 26:31-35 and 30:1-6 for 

the table of incense. Note the order in which the pieces that were made, compared 

to the order of pieces listed in verses 1-5 of chapter 9. Do you notice anything 

“odd” about it? 

 

Q Verse 1 – Last week’s lesson closed with the reasoning for the New Covenant, but 

looking back at the First Covenant – even though it was to be replaced – what 2 

things did it have? 

 

 

Q Verse 2 – What does the writer say was set up first? 

 

 What instructions were given first in Exodus 25? (verse 8) 

 

 What was in the “first room” or “Holy Place”? 

 

 What do you know about these pieces of “furniture”? 

 

 

Q Verse 3 – What, does the writer say, the next area behind the second veil (or 

curtain) was called? 
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 Note: This is speaking of the original Tabernacle that Moses had constructed. It 

had no walls – everything was constructed of curtains – so there was a curtain at 

the entrance to the Holy Place in addition to the veil/curtain covering the Holy of 

Holies. 

 

 

Q Verse 4 – What “furniture” was in this area? 

 

 There are some differences of opinion concerning the altar of incense being listed 

here. We will discuss this. 

 

 What was in the Ark? 

1) __________________________ (Exodus 16:32-35) 

2) __________________________ (Numbers 17:10) 

3) __________________________ (Exodus 25:16) 

 

 Do you know the stories behind each of these items – “the rest of the story”? 

1) Exodus 16:1-35 

2) Numbers 17:1-11 

3) Exodus 31:18; 32:15, 19; 34:1 

 

 What did all these stories have in common? 

 

 

Q Verse 5 – What was on the Lid of the Ark? (NIV – “Atonement Cover” NASB 

“Mercy Seat”) 

 

 The word for “Mercy Seat” is also translated as “propitiation” in Romans 3:25,    

1 John 2:2 and 4:10. We also saw this word used in Hebrews 2:17. We’ll talk 

about it. 

 

 What do you know about “cherubim”? (Hint: They are not baby angels!) 

 

 When are cherubim first mentioned in scripture? (See Genesis 3:24) 

 

 When are they mentioned next in scripture? (See Exodus 25:18) 

 

 Images of the Cherubim are also woven into the veil covering the Holy of Holies 

(See Exodus 26:1) 

 

 After reading these scriptures – what do you think about cherubim? 

 

 What curious thing does the writer add about these things? (This sounds cryptic, 

but simply means that he can’t take the time here to speak of the symbolic 

significance of these things.) 
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Part Three: How it “Worked” 

Read Chapter 9:6-7 

 

Q Verse 6 – After all the “furniture” had been built and placed – who could come 

into the Holy Place? 

 

 How often? 

 

 Doing what? 

 

 Can you think of scriptures where priests were in the Holy Place? 

 

 

Q Verse 7 – Who could come into the Holy of Holies? 

 

 How often? 

 

 What was necessary for him to enter? 

 

 What was the purpose of taking blood? 

 

 This verse pertains to “Yom Kippur” or “Day of Atonement” (which, by the way 

falls on October 5
th 

this year). The scripture for it is found in Leviticus 16. 

 

 What do you know about the Day of Atonement? 

 

 Is there a difference between “sins committed in ignorance” and (by implication) 

sins committed purposely? (See Numbers 15:25-31) 

 

 What did Jesus say from the cross about sin? (See Luke 23:34) 

 

 Was this a distinction only for Old Testament times? 

 

 Could this explain “the unpardonable sin”? 

 

  

 

Part Four: The Picture 

Read Chapter 9:8-10 

 

 Depending on your translation – verse 8 speaks in either present tense or past 

tense. In our minds, what it refers to is past tense, but because the temple was still 

standing – and the sacrifices still taking place – “word for word” translations 

(KJV and NASB, etc) renders it as present tense.  

 

Q Verses 8-9a – Who is doing the teaching? 
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 What does “this” refer to in this verse? Is it pointing to what has been said – or 

what will be said next? 

 

 At the time of this writing – had the way been disclosed? Why or why not? 

 

Q Verse 9a – What time or era is this symbol (or “illustration”) for? 

 

 

Q Verses 9b-10 – Were earthly “gifts and sacrifices” sufficient to clear the 

conscience of the worshiper?  

 

 Why not? 

 

 The Day of Atonement was instituted to cleanse all thing and all people from 

defilement (sin). Did it work? 

 

 What did all these “gifts and sacrifices” relate to? 

 

 How long were they supposed to last? 

 

 What do you suppose the “time of reformation” (NASB) or “new order” (NIV) 

refer to? 

 

 

 

Part Five: The Actual  

Read Chapter 9:11-14 

 

Q Verse 11 – What’s the first word of the verse?  

 

 What does that indicate? Is it encouraging? 

 

 “But” when Who appeared? As the writer turns to the fulfillment of the symbolic 

– what name does he use for Jesus? 

 

 Why do you think the writer used this title? 

 

 Who had the Hebrews been looking for their entire lives? 

 

 How did Christ appear – as what? 

 

 What kind of “high priest”? 

 

 As “high priest” what did Christ do? 

 

 What kind of Tabernacle? 
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 What made it different? 

 

 Where is this “perfect” tabernacle? 

 

 Remember – one must enter the Holy of Holies undefiled. 

 

 How did the earthly high priest enter the Holy of Holies? (See verse 7) 

 

 Did this high priest need to a sacrifice, too? (See chapter 8:3). 

 

 

Q Verse 12 – Did Christ enter the Most Holy Place with a blood offering? 

 

 Whose blood? 

 

 How often did the earthly high priest need to enter the Holy of Holies? (See verse 

7 again). 

 

 How often did our Great High Priest need to bring a sacrifice into the presence of 

God? 

 

 What did this “one time” accomplish? 

 

 When do you think Jesus did this? Or – do you think it was just symbolic? 

 

 

Q Verse 13 – What is necessary (in the picture) to make one outwardly clean? 

 

 The “ashes of a heifer” refers to the Red Heifer found in Numbers 19. We will 

discuss this. 

 

 

Q Verse 14 – How does the writer compare the sacrifice rendered by our Great High 

Priest to the sacrifices brought by the earthly high priest? 

 

 How was Christ’s sacrifice offered?  

 

 To Whom was it offered? 

 

 From what has His blood cleansed the first recipients of this teaching? 

(Remember – it was written to 1
st
 Century Hebrews first.)  

 

 When has the writer spoken about “dead works” before? (See chapter 6:1) 
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 Do you remember what “dead works” referred to in chapter 6:1? (Some study 

Bibles have a note as to what this is.) 

 

 To do what instead? 

 

 From what has His blood cleansed 21
st
 Century believers? Is it different? 

 

 How might our understanding of “dead works” be different from the Hebrews? 

 

 How would such cleansing change our works? 

 

 Might Ephesians 2:8-10 offer a clue to this? 

 


