
Hebrews 
Lesson 8: Hebrews 8 

“The Main Point” 

Part One: Overview 

Read Chapter 8 

 

 As we said with chapter 7, we are now entering some of the deepest scripture we 

have studied so far. In order to understand it – we need to understand how the 

priesthood worked in the Old Testament. For many of us, this is brand new 

territory. Although they would have known it well, the writer will patiently and 

painstakingly lay this out for these Hebrews (and us). Read the verses slowly – 

and repeatedly (and even in different translations) and think about what the writer 

is actually saying.   

 

Q As we have turned the corner from Who Jesus is, to what He has done, and 

examined what kind of “priesthood” He has – how does this chapter begin to 

open your eyes to Jesus’ role as “Priest”? 

 

Q Have you ever actually thought about Jesus as a “Priest”? 

 

Q What other (if any) “light bulbs” came on for you as you read? 

 

Q What questions did this chapter raise for you? 

 

 

 

Part Two: The Main Point  

Read Chapter 8:1-2 

 

Q Verse 1 – How does the writer summarize Jesus’ priesthood? 

 

 How does the writer include himself with the Hebrews here (what pronoun does 

he use)? 

 

 What “kind” of High Priest does the writer say that they have? 

 

 “Such” a High Priest as what? (See 7:25-27). 

 

 What has He done? 

 

 We will cover this in another lesson (see chapter 10:12) but did any human priest 

ever “sit down”?  

 

 What does this indicate? 

 

 Where is He now? Is that past tense or present tense? 
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 Where was He in chapter 1:3? 

 

 Where is that throne located? 

 

 

Q Verse 2 – What is He doing? Is it past tense or present tense? 

 

 Where is He serving? 

 

 How do you think Jesus is “ministering” or “serving”? 

 

 How does the writer describe the Sanctuary? 

 

 “True” as opposed to what, do you think? 

 

 Who “pitched the tent” (NASB)? (The NIV says, “set up the tent”.) 

 

 Where else do we have a description of the Sanctuary? (See Revelation 4). 

 

 

 

Part Three: The Logic of a Priest of a Better Covenant  

Read Chapter 8:3-6 

 

Q Verse 3 – What does every human high priest do? 

 

 When was this stated before? (See chapter 5:1-4). 

 

 (Therefore) what does this (better) High Priest need to do? 

 

 Is that a logical conclusion? 

 

 Why do you think the writer felt it necessary to say that? 

 

 

Q Verse 4 – If (this better High Priest) were on earth, would He even be a priest? 

 

 Why? 

 

 Why else? (See chapter 7:13) 

 

 

Q Verse 5 – Where do the (human) priests serve? 

 

 Remember – as this writer is writing (or teaching) the Temple was still standing – 

so he was speaking in the present tense. 
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 A copy and shadow of what? 

 

 What was Moses warned? 

 

 Warned by Whom? (This may not be in all translations). 

 

 Read Exodus 25:1 and 25:40. Who was speaking? 

 

 Do you believe that Moses saw a real Heavenly Tabernacle? 

 

 

Q Verse 6 – What “ratio” does the writer use to show that Jesus’ ministry and 

covenant is better than the human priest’s ministry and First Covenant? 

 

 What is a “mediator”?  

 

 What is the tense of Jesus ministry? (Past tense? Present? Future?) 

 

 What is the New (or “better”) Covenant based on? 

 

 What makes the promises “better”? 

 

 

 

Part Four: Prophecy of a Better Covenant  

Read Chapter 8:7-12 

 

 What do you know about covenants? 

 

Q Verse 7 – What rationale does the writer give for the need of a new covenant? 

 

 When has the writer used this type of logic before? (See 4:8, 7:11) 

 

 Why do you think he uses this type of reasoning? 

 

 

Q Verse 8a – Why was a new covenant necessary? 

 

 Was the fault (or blame) only with the covenant?  

 

 The prophecy of the New Covenant is found in Jeremiah 31:31-34. What is the 

historical context of the prophecy? 

 

 Has this prophecy been fulfilled? Has this covenant been initiated? (Hint: See 

verse 6 a well as Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:20 and 1 Corinthians 11:25. And 

looking ahead, check Hebrews 9:15 and 12:24). 
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Q Verse 8b – With whom is the New Covenant to be made? 

 

 To whom (historically) was God speaking when He spoke through Jeremiah? 

 

 What is to be united in the New Covenant? 

 

 

Q Verse 9 – What will the New Covenant not be like? 

 

 Whose ancestors (or “fathers”)? 

 

 Why did God “turn away from them” (NIV) or “not care for them” (NASB)? 

 

 

 In verses 10-12, five things are promised in this New Covenant by the use of five 

“I will” statements. 

1) “I will _____________________________________” 

2) “I will _____________________________________” 

3) “I will _____________________________________” 

4) “I will _____________________________________” 

5) “I will _____________________________________” 

 

 

Q Verse 10 – With whom does God say that He will make the Covenant? 

 

 How is this different from verse 8? 

 

 Why do you think it is different? 

 

 Where will the Laws be put and written? 

 

 What will that cause? 

 

 

Q Verse 11 – What will not be needed any longer? 

 

 Why? 

 

 

Q Verse 12 – What “will” God do as a result of this New Covenant? 

 

 What happened with the initiation of the New Covenant (Mark 14:22-24, Luke 

22:20 and 1 Corinthians 11:25) that caused sins to be “remembered no more”? 

 

 Aren’t you glad? 

 



 
5 

Part Five: The Summation  

Read Chapter 8:13 

 

Q Verse 13 – What, did the writer say, is the result of the giving of the New 

Covenant? 

 

 The word “new” does mean as in “time”, but the word “old” (KJV) or “obsolete” 

means as in “worn out”. Does that change how you read this? 

 

 What happened to the First Covenant? 

 

 In saying “will soon disappear” (NIV) or “is ready to disappear” (NASB), most 

scholars believe that the writer is alluding to Jesus’ prophecy of the destruction of 

the Temple (Matthew 24:2). 

 

 What disappeared with the destruction of the Temple? 

 

 And when (those things) disappeared – what happened to the First Covenant? 

 


