
Inductive Bible Study 

 

Perhaps the simplest approach to Bible study is to use three basic inductive Bible study 

questions to ask of any given Bible passage. You may have heard of “Inductive Bible 

Study” and thought that it involved marking your Bible with distinctive colors and 

symbols. Well, that’s one way to do it, but that’s not what the word “inductive” means. 

The definition of “inductive” is: “adjective: of reasoning; proceeding from particular 

facts to a general conclusion.” In other words it means to “dig a little deeper in the well!” 

 

There are 3 steps to inductive study (whether it’s Bible study, historical study, or 

practically any other study.) This involves “Observation, Interpretation, and 

Application.” We all do this every day without even thinking about it. 

 

For instance, if you have pets, when one of them is sick you go to the vet. Now, an 

animal can’t tell you “where it hurts.” Therefore, the vet must do some “inductive 

reasoning.” First he “observes” how the pet is acting. Then he “interprets” what this 

could mean, and then he “applies” this knowledge to determine how he should respond.  

 

I’ve heard several different ways to remember, or understand this type of study. “The 

Three Questions of Bible Study” from the book, “Unlocking the Scriptures” by Hans 

Finzel puts it this way: 

 What do I see? (observation) 

 What does it mean? (interpretation) 

 How should I respond? (application) 

 

Another “catchier” way to remember it is from Chip Ingram’s “Living on the Edge” radio 

ministry (www.lote.org) and that is to look at the scripture and determine:  

 “What I read…” (observation) 

 “What was said...”  (interpretation) 

 “How I was led…” (application) 

 

However, the easiest one for me is “What, So what, Now what…” 

 

This is for: What is it saying (observation)  

                   So what does it mean (interpretation) and  

                   Now what does it call me to do (application)? 

 

However, THE Most Important element to any Bible Study is prayer. Every time you sit 

down to read any scripture, get in the habit of asking God, through His Holy Spirit, to 

open the Scriptures to your understanding. This is not a “gimmick”, it’s not a “trick” or a 

“magic formula.” It is fact. 

 

Psalms 119:18 says, “Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your instructions.” 

NLT  

And God’s answer is, Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek Me and find Me when you search 

for Me with all your heart.” NSAB  



Outline for Studying Scripture 
 

 

What? (What scripture was read?) 

 

 

So what? (What did the scripture teach? What was its interpretation?) 

What did I learn about its context?  

 

 When was it written?  

 Why? 

 Where?  

 By whom? 

 

 Its genre? (Is it historical; biographical; epistle; narrative; poetry; prophecy or a 

combination?) 

 What does it bring to mind? 

 What questions does it cause me to ask? 

 

Now what? (What did I learn from this scripture? What is it calling me to do?) 

 

 

Particularly the Psalms 
 

Know this first: The genre of Psalms is poetry. The Hebrew word for Psalm is praises or 

hymns. Dietrich Bonhoeffer described the Psalms as “God’s Prayer Book.”  One 

description of the Psalms: “The largest concentration of hope found in a confined place”. 

(unknown quote) 

 

Suggestions for a study of the Psalms. 

 Look for what kind of Psalm it is. Is it a Messianic Psalm; a teaching Psalm; a 

joyous Psalm; a lamenting Psalm; a Psalm of praise, worship, or celebration or 

something else entirely?  

 What feeling does it evoke: joy; peace; comfort; awe; worship; fear; another? 

 Look for references to the past; the present; and the future. 

 Determine who is speaking, the psalmist or God. 

 Does anything in it or about it remind me of Jesus? 

 What did I learn about God from this Psalm? 

 What other scriptures or hymns come to mind as I read this? 

 

 

How can I “pray” this Psalm?  

 for myself?  

 for my family?  

 for others? 


