
Hebrews 
 

Lesson 7: Hebrews 7 

A Different Type of Priesthood 

 

Part One: Overview 

Read Chapter 7 

 

 With this chapter we are entering some of the deepest scripture we have studied 

so far. In order to understand it – we need to understand how the priesthood 

worked in the Old Testament. For many of us, this is brand new territory. The 

writer will patiently and painstakingly lay this out for these Hebrews (and us). 

Read the verses slowly – and repeatedly (and even in different translations) and 

think about what the writer is actually saying.   

 

Q As you read this chapter, what thoughts and questions come to mind? 

 

Q Have you ever thought about how the priesthood of the Old Testament connected 

to the New Testament? 

 

Q Did you get a sense that the writer was explaining this in a very “elementary” 

way? 

 

 

Part Two: Who was Melchizedek?  

Read Genesis 14 (whole chapter, but especially verses 18-20).  

Then read Hebrews chapter 5:5-6, 9-10; 6:19-20; 7:1-3 

 

Q Verse 1 – Why does the writer start with “This Melchizedek…”? To what is he 

referring? 

 

 After mentioning Melchizedek three times already, how does the writer now 

describe him? What two titles does he use? 

 

Q What, specifically, is the Title/Name used for God? 

 

 In Hebrew this is El Elyon. Do you know what that name means? 

 

 This Name for God is used more than 30 times in the Old Testament, notably 

Psalm 7:17, 46:4 and 91:1, just to name a few. Jesus was also called “Son of the 

Most High God” in Mark 5:7 and Luke 8:28. Who called Jesus by this title? 

 

 The writer also describes Melchizedek by what he did – two things – what were 

they? 

 

 How did Melchizedek bless Abraham in Genesis 14:18-20? 
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Q Verse 2 – How does the writer continue to describe Melchizedek in his 

relationship with Abraham? What did Abraham do? 

 

 Why did Abraham do this? 

 

 How does the writer describe Melchizedek by his name? Two ways. 

 

 

Q Verse 3 – Next – how does the writer describe Melchizedek? Five things:            

1: Without________________ and ___________________________                                                          

2. Without ______________________________________________                                                       

3. Having neither (or without): __________ nor _________________                           

4: Made like (or resembling): ________________________________                           

5: He abides (or remains): __________________________________ 

 

 There are two trains of thought about Melchizedek – he is either a pre-incarnate 

appearance of Christ – or – he is a “picture” of Jesus’ type of priesthood. 

 

 Which do you think it is? What are your reasons? 

 

 Read Psalm 110. How does this Psalm bring him into the picture?                                                                                      

 

 

Part Three: Tithing to Melchizedek 

Read Chapter 7:4-10 

 

Q Verse 4 – How does the writer draw these Hebrews into the discussion of 

Melchizedek? 

 

 How is Abraham described? 

 

 Why would that be important? 

 

 What kind of “tithe” did Abraham give Melchizedek? What “quality” of gift? 

(Note: not all translations describe the gift in terms of quality, but it is important.) 

 

 

Q Verse 5 – How does the writer describe the “tithing system” that was ordained 

under the Law at Mount Sinai? 

 

 Who collects tithes from whom? 

 

 What is the reason for tithing? Numbers 18:20-21 is a great chapter explaining the 

tithe. 
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Q Verse 6 – How does the writer begin to frame his argument that “this” recipient of 

tithes was different from the Aaronic priesthood? 

 

 Where did Melchizedek’s genealogy not come from? 

 

 What did he do? Two things. 

 

 Who had promises made to him? (See chapter 6:13). 

 

 Was Abraham required to give tithes to Melchizedek? Why did he do it? 

 

 

Q Verse 7 – What is the “rule”? 

 

 Who (then) is the greater between Abraham and Melchizedek? 

 

 If Melchizedek is greater than Abraham – is he also greater than Levi and the 

priesthood? Why? 

 

 

Q Verse 8 – How does he compare the two “tithe recipients”?  

 

 

Q Verses 9-10 – How did the “recipient of the tithes” also pay tithes? 

 

 This represents the Jewish theological view of heredity in terms of “being in” our 

ancestor – such as we were all “in Adam” when he sinned. And, as believers, we 

were crucified with Christ. 

 

 Are you confused yet?  

 

 

Part Four: Why Another Priest 

Read Chapter 7:11-22 

 

Q Verse 11 – How does the writer begin to frame his argument about the need for 

another priesthood? 

 

 Again, the word “perfection” here means “completeness”.  

 

 How does he do this without denigrating the Levitical Priesthood? 

 

 What (logical conclusion) question then does he ask? 
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 The word for “another” is the word hetros which means “another of a different 

kind. This is opposite from John 14:16 where Jesus promises to send “another 

comforter”. That word is allos which means “another of the same kind”. 

 

 Could you answer the writer’s question? 

 

 What is the logical conclusion? 

 

 

Q Verse 12 – How does he answer his own question? 

 

 How is this change to take place? See the following verses. 

 

 

Q Verse 13 – Who is the writer referring to in this verse? (See chapter 5:5-6 and 

6:20). 

 

 What tribe is He from? 

 

 

Q Verse 14 – How does this verse confirm his statement? 

 

 What title did he use for Christ? 

 

 The writer has been so deliberate about what “title” he uses in any given 

statement. Why do you think he used this title now? 

 

 How was it “evident” (or “clear”)? What did they know about Jesus’ linage?  

 

 Can you see how the writer is logically laying out his argument about Christ’s 

priesthood? 

 

Q Verse 15 – How does he elaborate on his previous statement? 

 

 How is it “even more clear” if “another (different) priest” is needed? 

 

 How does he draw Melchizedek back into the picture? 

 

Q Verses 16-17 – What is this new priesthood not based on? 

 

 Based on what, then? 

 

 And he again, quotes what? 

 

 If the new priesthood is based on something new – then what must happen to the 

old priesthood? 
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 Which is superior (or better) – something that is temporary or something that is 

indestructible? 

 

 

Q Verses 18-19 – What necessitated the change? 

 

 Why? 

 

 What can they (we) look forward to? 

 

 What does the “better hope” do? 

 

 Notice verse 18 says that the former commandment (or regulation) “is” set aside. 

The indication is that it is “now” set aside. Was there a need for it; was it useful in 

its day? 

 

 Remember that the word “perfect” means complete. 

 

 

Q Verses 20-21 – What validated the new priesthood? 

 

 Did God make an oath over the Levitical priesthood?  

 

 Did any priest take an oath upon becoming a priest, or were they just “born into 

it”? 

 

 Who made the oath for the new Priesthood? 

 

 What was the oath? 

 

 

Q Verse 22 – How does the writer make his summary statement? 

 

 What “title” or “Name” is used now? Why? 

 

 

Part Five: A Better Priest 

Read Chapter 7:23-28 

 

Q Verse 23 – Why did there have to be so many priests through the centuries? 

 

 What kept them from “continuing”? 
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Q Verse 24 – In contrast to the Levitical priest, how can the new Priest hold the 

office forever? 

 

 

Q Verse 25 – Because He lives forever – what can He do forever? 

 

 For whom? 

 

 Why? 

 

 

Q Verse 26 – What kind of Priest do we have? Five things? 

 

 

Q Verse 27 – How is He different from human priests?                                             

1. He does not_______________________________ (how often?)                                              

2. For Whom ________________________________                                           

3. And then for _______________________________   

 

 Why?  

 

 How many times? 

 

 How did He do it? 

 

 

Q  Verse 28 – How does the writer, in a single statement, condense all he has said 

about the two priesthoods? 

 

 What does “the Law” do? What kind of men? 

 

  When was “the Law” ordained? 

 

 When was “the oath” made? 

 

 We have said that the plan of salvation was set in place “before the foundations of 

the world”. Also we know that “the picture” of the New Priesthood was 6 

generations before the Law was established. How then, can the writer say that 

“the Oath” came after the Law? 

 

 When was “the Oath” consummated? See Psalm 110:4. 

 

 What does “the Oath” actually appoint? For how long?    

 

 And aren’t you glad?                                  


