
Hebrews 
 

Lesson 6: Hebrews 6 

A Stern Warning and a Glorious Hope 

 

 

Part One: Overview 

Read Chapter 6 

 

Q What was your initial reaction to this chapter? 

 

 

Q What questions did it raise? 

 

 

Q How did the writer make use of this digression from talking about Jesus as Great 

High Priest? Why do you think he took this “detour”? 

 

 

 There are two ways of interpreting this chapter – especially verses 1-8. They are 

similar – but foundationally different. We will discuss those. 

 

 

 

Part Two: No “Do-Overs” 

Read Chapter 5:12- 6:8 

 

Q Verse 1a – How does verse 1 continue the writer’s thought from 5:12-14? 

 

 What does he urge the Hebrews to do first? 

 

 About “Whom”, specifically?  

 

 Translations will differ here as to whether or not there is the definite article “the” 

included. This is important in determining how we interpret this text. Also, 

remember “Christ” means “Messiah”. It is my belief that this is not referring to 

Jesus – the Man; but (because of everything else in this book, and to whom it was 

written) it is referring to “the first teachings about the Messiah”. What were the 

first pictures of what the Messiah would do? (Hint: “The Sacrifices”). 

 

 How does “press on” (or “be taken forward”) “to maturity” compare to what he 

said in chapter 5:12-14? 

 

 Why do you think he used a collective pronoun in this verse? Was he in danger of 

doing these things as well? 
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 What does he urge them to avoid first? Not doing what? 

 

 

Q Verses 1b-2 – In these verses there are 6 things that he urges the Hebrews to move 

beyond.  

 

 Note: These things would have been easily recognizable to these Hebrews – not 

so much to us. 

 

 1. Repentance from what? What are “dead works”? See Isaiah 1:11, Amos 5:21 

and Proverbs 15:8 (for example). 

 

 2. Faith toward (or “in) Whom? Why would that be a bad thing? Does saying 

“God” mean different things to different people? 

 

 3. Instruction about what? (Some translations say “baptisms”). Mark 7:2-5 gives 

us a clue here. 

 

 4. Laying on of what? This can be found in Leviticus 1:4, 3:7-8, 3:13; and 16:21. 

 

 5. Resurrection of what? How did Martha understand that? John 11:23-24 

 

 6. What kind of judgment? See Psalm 1:5-6 

 

 

Q Verse 3 – How will progress take place? 

 

 Which do you think the writer is referring to making progress in: “pressing on” 

(“moving on” NIV) or “not laying again the foundation”? 

 

 

Q Verses 4-6a – In these verses the writer lists 4 Spiritual experiences. What are 

they? 

 

 Note: The NIV begins with “It is impossible” and the NASB concludes with “It is 

impossible”.  

 

 “Those who have__________________________________________” 

 “Who have_______________________________________________” 

 “Who have_______________________________________________” 

 “And who have_______________ and have ____________________” 

 

 And what negative reaction followed? (Be careful – this word might not mean 

what you might think it does.) 
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 What is then “impossible”? (The word “impossible” does not mean “difficult” it 

means “cannot happen”!) 

 

 Note: There are differences of opinion on these verses – whether one can lose 

their salvation or not. The question is – is this a hypothetical situation or factual? 

Is it speaking of salvation or maturity or one being exposed to the teaching (as in 

the case of the “fence sitters”?) For verses like this especially, it is important for 

us to know why we believe what we believe – and to be able to back it up with 

scripture and not just “feeling”. Or (as a teaser) might there be a third way of 

looking at these verses?  

 

 

Q Verse 6b – What would this “impossibility” actually be causing? 

 

 Is it possible to “re-crucify” Christ? Why? 

 

 

Q Verses 7-8 – Now the writer gives an illustration from nature to explain the 

teaching in verses 4-6. How are these two verses in contrast to each other? 

 

 What is the subject of these two verses? To what does “it” refer in each verse? 

 

 Is the ground actually cursed in verse 8? 

 

 Could this be an example of “blessings and cursings” that we see in Deuteronomy 

28:1ff and 28:15ff? Or, an example of Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15? 

 

 

 

Part Three: “But…” 

Read Chapter 5:9-12 

 

Q Verse 9 – How does the writer transition from the stern warning of verses 1-8? 

 

 What does he call these Hebrews? 

 

 Of what is he convinced? 

 

 How does this show the confidence of verse 3? 

 

 In looking at the previous illustration in verses 7-8, what is he convinced that they 

will bring forth? 

 

 

Q Verse 10 – How does he encourage them? 
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 How does he describe God? 

 

 What would God never forget? 

 

 How did they show their love of God? 

 

 Ministering to the saints (God’s people) is ministering to whom? (See Matthew 

25:40). 

 

 

Q Verse 11 – How does he continue his encouragement? What is his desire? 

 

 “Show the same diligence” as what or whom? (Verse 10). 

 

 Why does he want them to continue? 

 

 To realize what? 

 

 Think about what “hope” is. It will come up again in verses 18-19. 

 

 How long should they continue? 

 

 What is “the end”? 

 

 What is the ultimate goal? (See verse 1) 

 

 

Q Verse 12 – What does he not want? 

 

 But instead, what?  

 

 Imitate what (or whom)? 

 

 Who would he be talking about? 

 

 The writer will give an extensive list in chapter 11 

 

 What are “the promises”? 

 

 Who do you know that “through faith and patience” have inherited what was 

promised? 
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Part Four: “God’s Promises are Certain” 

Read Chapter 5:13-18 

 

Q Verse 13 – Who does the writer use as an example of someone “who through faith 

and patience inherit[ed] the promise”? 

 

 What promises were made to Abraham? (See Genesis 12:1-3, especially 22:16) 

 

 How did that promise come to Gentiles? (See Galatians 3:14) 

 

 How did God make His promise sure? 

 

 How did He make His oath? Did He put His hand on the Bible? 

 

 

Q Verse 14 – What did God say? 

 

 Let me encourage you to read this oath in a “word-for-word” translation. It is a 

powerful statement. 

 

 

Q Verse 15 – How does the writer conclude his example of one “who through faith 

and patience [did] inherit what was promised? 

 

 Did Abraham (himself) obtain the full promise? (See Hebrews 11:9-10) 

 

 If Abraham – as unfaithful as he at times was, received God’s promise – what 

does that say about the certainty of our inheritance? 

 

 

Q Verse 16 – How are oaths normally made? 

 

 What’s the purpose of an oath? 

 

 Why are oaths made today? Are they necessary? 

 

 

Q Verse 17 – Why did God choose to make an oath? 

 

 To whom (all) did God make the oath? 

 

 Was it necessary? Did God’s word need to be made “legally binding”? 

 

 The word “unchangeableness” or “unchanging nature” (NIV) is the word that is 

often translated “immutability”. That is a word that often describes God. 

 



 
6 

Q Verse 18 – The writer speaks of “two unchangeable things”. What are they? 

 1
st
 – (verse 13a) – What did God make to Abraham? 

 2
nd

 – (verse 13b) – How did He make it? 

 

 Are either of these in question of ever changing? Therefore they are 

“unchangeable”. 

 

 The next phrase “in which it is impossible for God to lie” could be put in 

parentheses. The writer’s thought continues with the next phrase. 

 

 What have they “fled” for? What is refuge?  

 

 Because of God’s unchangeableness, and His inability to lie, what should the 

Hebrews take hold of?  

 

 What should we take hold of? 

 

 And receive what? 

 

 

 

Part Five: Our Hope 

Read Chapter 5:19-20 

 

Q Verse 19 – What benefit is “our hope”? What is it like? 

 

 Have you ever had to hold to hope like an anchor in rough seas? 

 

 How does the writer describe the characteristics of this hope? 

 

 Where does hope go? 

 

 Where is that? Would these Hebrews need to be told where that veil is? 

 

 

Q Verse 20 – Who caused hope to enter within the veil? 

 

 What allowed Him to do that? 

 

 How does the writer pick back up with his thought from chapter 5:10? 

 

 Do you see how chapter 5:11-6:20 constitutes a necessary digression before the 

writer could continue with his teaching on Jesus as the Great High Priest? 

 

 Has this helped you prepare for the upcoming (very deep) teaching? 


