
Hebrews 
 

Lesson: Hebrews 2:1-3:1 

Application and Next Exhibit 

 

 

Part One: Overview 

Read Chapter 2-3:1  

 

 

Q How can you see the writer leading the reader along? 

 

 

Q What did you learn new from this passage? 

 

 

Q How do you remind yourself who the original readers were? 

 

 

 

Part Two: Parenthesis: A Warning Application  

Read Chapter 2:1-4  

 

Q Verse 1 – How does your translation express that the words of verse 1 continue 

from the previous chapter? (Remember that the chapter and verse breaks are not 

part of the original letter). 

 

 How does the writer tie his “teaching moment” or “warning” back to his words in 

chapter 1? 

 

 What must they (we) do? 

 

 What have they heard? (Chapter 1) 

 

 What is the result if they (we) don’t? 

 

 The word “drift” is a nautical term meaning to float lazily by. How does 

“drifting” usually happen? Fast or slowly? 

 

 Can a Christian “drift? What are some ways that can happen? 

 

 

Q Verse 2 – Although [the] Son’s words are better than the angels, how valued are 

the angels’ words? 

 

 Why are their words “unalterable”? Where did the words originate? 
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 What is the result of not heeding the angels’ words? 

 

 In Galatians 3:19 we see that the Jews believed that the Law given on Mount 

Sinai was given by God to Moses by angels. Leviticus 26:14-39 and 

Deuteronomy 28:15-68 gives the warnings (and curses) for disobeying. 

 

 

Q Verse 3a – What straightforward question does the writer ask? 

 

 If discarding the words spoken through angels brought judgment – is it possible to 

get by without judgment when neglecting salvation?  

 

 Let’s discuss this. Is this a rhetorical question, or is the writer saying that 

neglecting salvation can cause one to lose their salvation?  

 

 How can one “neglect” their salvation? 

 

 What did Jesus say to the twelve in John 6:67? Was that a rhetorical question or 

was He really asking them if they wanted to leave? 

 

 What answer do you think the writer expected to hear? 

 

 

Q Verse 3b – How was the message of salvation first related?  

 

 How was it confirmed? 

 

 Who were those “who heard”? 

 

Q Verse 4 – How did God validate the words of the witnesses? 

 1. ___________ and__________ 

 2. 

 3. 

 

 Some examples: When ministry was validated – Acts 3:1-12; 4:13; 5:12; 14:3 

 When salvation was validated – Acts 8:14-17; Acts 10; Acts 19:1-6 

 Also think about John 2:11, 5:36, 10:38, 20:30-31 just to name a few. 

 

 

 Can you give other examples – OT or NT? 
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Part Three: Continuing the “Angel” Comparison  

Read Chapter 2:5-8  

 

Q Verse 5 – Returning to the responsibilities of angels – what does the writer now 

say that God did not do? 

 

 Note – the word “world” here is the world for the “inhabited earth” – in other 

words – creation.  

 

 To whom did God give the responsibility of His creation to? (See Genesis 1:26-

27) 

 

 

 Verses 6-8a – The writer turns to Psalm 8:4-6 to explain God’s original plan for 

the inhabited earth. Although it says “son of man”, the Hebrew word for “man” is 

a-dam (Adam) and the Greek word is the generic word for mankind, therefore we 

know that this isn’t speaking of the Messiah. This is speaking of God’s original 

intent and purpose for man as found in Genesis 1:26-27. 

 

 Why do you think the writer was vague about who wrote this Psalm? It was well 

known as “A Psalm of David”?  

 

 Verses 6-7a – How did the Psalmist compare mankind to the angels? 

 

 

Q Verses 7b-8 – What was God’s purpose for man? 

 

 How well has mankind carried it out? 

 

 Read Psalm 8 (one of my favorite Psalms). How does this Psalm, in its entirety 

speak to you? 

 

 

Q Verse 8b – How many things are (supposed to be) subjected to man? How many 

things are not (supposed to be) subjected to man? 

 

 Why do you think the writer stated this both positively and negatively? 

 

 Do we see “all things” subjected to mankind? In other words – do we see “man” 

in control of “all things”? 

 

 Why? What happened to man’s authority? (See Genesis 3:17-19) 

 

 So then – who is in control of this world? See Ephesians 2:2, 6:12. 
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Part Four: What Do We See?  

Read Chapter 2:9-13  

 

 We will break verse 9 down by phrases. 

 

Q Verse 9a – The inhabited earth may be under another’s control for the moment – 

but what do we see? 

 

 Who is “Him”? Note – in verse 9 we have not been given His name yet. What title 

do we know “Him” by so far in this epistle? 

 

 What happened to [the] Son?  

 

 When did that happen? See Luke 1:26-35; Philippians 2:5-8, especially verse 7. 

 

 And then – what is [the] Son’s name? 

 

 John does this same thing in his prologue. In John 1:1-16, John leads us along, 

introducing “The Word made Flesh” until verse 17 when he gives us The Word’s 

name. 

 

 

Q Verse 9b – What happened to Jesus; what was the result; and what was the 

purpose? 

 

 Think about that phrase – “By the grace of God He might taste death for 

everyone”. I thought God’s grace was supposed to be a “good thing”. How would 

you explain “God’s grace” bringing Jesus’ death? 

 

 

Q Verse 10 – Who orchestrated Jesus’ death? 

 

 What does the writer say gave Him the right to do this? 

 

 What was the purpose 

 

 How is Jesus described in this verse? 

 

 Some translations say “source of their salvation” and others say “author” or 

“leader” or “captain of their salvation”. This thought is also found in chapter 12:2. 

What does this mean? 

 

 

Q  Verse 11 – Who sanctifies, and who are sanctified? 

 



 
5 

 What does “sanctify” mean? 

 

 Who are they all from? 

 

 Why is Jesus not ashamed to call the “Hebrews” His brothers (and some 

translations add “sisters”). 

 

 Does Jesus ever actually call them “brothers”? See Matthew 25:40, Mark 3:34, 

John 20:17-18. 

 

  Remember – we are talking first about the Hebrew people. Why did God choose 

the Hebrew people to be the race through whom the Deliverer would come? 

Could it have been any race of people? 

 

 

Q Verse 12 – How was verse 11 prophesied?  

 

 Where was this prophesied? See Psalm 22:22 

 

 Read Psalm 22. What is it about? 

 

 

Q Verse 13 – To what prophecy did the writer turn next? 

 

 This example is found in Isaiah 8: 17-18. The context is Isaiah relating how he 

and the people of Israel were to trust in the Lord and not others. How is this a 

picture of what Jesus did? 

 

 

 

Part Five: Why Jesus Became a Man  

Read Chapter 2:14-3:1  

 

Q Verse 14 – How does the writer logically explain why Jesus had to become 

“blood and flesh”? 

 

 What was the purpose of Jesus becoming “blood and flesh”? 

 

 Have you ever wondered just why Jesus had to become a man; why He had to 

came as a baby? 

 

 Who held the power of death before the cross? 

 

 

Q Verse 15 – What was the result of rendering the devil “powerless”? 
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 What had mankind been enslaved to? 

 

 What did (does) the fear of death do to someone? How does faith in Jesus free 

someone from this slavery? 

 

 How is this relevant to today, especially? 

 

 

Q Verse 16 – Does this deliverance benefit angels?  

 

 Why not? 

 

 Who is the deliverance for? 

 

 Who are the descendants of Abraham? 

 

 Are you and I included? See Romans 8:13-14, 10:13, and 11:13-18. 

 

 

Q Verse 17 – What is the “therefore”, there, for? 

 

 Why did Jesus have to be made a human, and particularly, a Hebrew? 

 

 Note: This is the first mention of Jesus being a “high priest” in this discourse. 

 

 What kind of high priest was He? 

 

 What was His duty? 

 

 Note: The word for “people” here does not men a specific nationality. 

 

 

Q Verse 18 – What qualified Jesus to be able to make atonement for sin? 

 

 In what way was Jesus tempted? See Matthew 4:1-11, 16:22-23, and 26:36-44. 

 

 Who are you more apt to listen to – someone who has experienced what you’re 

going through, or someone who has just read about it (or watched it on TV)? 

 

 

Q Chapter 3 verse 1 – What does the writer call these Hebrews? 

 

 How is this verse a “logical conclusion” to the argument the writer has made in 

verses 17-18? 

 


