
The Gospel of John 
Lesson Thirty-nine: John 20:19-31 

After the Resurrection 

 

 

Part One: Overview 

 

Read John 20:19-31 

Q What questions came to mind as you read John‟s account of what happened after 

the Resurrection? 

 

 

Q Before you read the other Gospels accounts of “after the Resurrection”, what do 

you expect to find there? 

 

 

Q Now read the verses after Matthew 28:10 and then Mark 16:12-16; and Luke 

24:13-49. Did you find anything different from what you expected? 

 

 

 While most of the crucifixion and Resurrection stories of the four gospels can be 

intermeshed to make a whole – the “after stories” cannot be combined, except 

maybe Luke and John. They each have their own “epilogues” and “Great 

Commission” accounts. This does not make them “inaccurate”, for each writer 

had different ways of winding up their accounts. 

 

 

Q How do the different “story endings” help you to complete the story? 

 

 

 

Part Two: The Evening of the Resurrection 

Read Chapter 20:19-20 

 

Q Verse 19a – When does the story pick back up? 

 

 On what day? 

 

 To Jewish reckoning of time, shouldn‟t “evening” be “the next day”? How does 

John reckon time in his Gospel? Why? 

 

 What had transpired earlier in the day? See John 20:18; Mark 16:9-11; Luke 24:8-

12. 

 

 What had transpired that they didn‟t know about yet? See Mark 16:12 and Luke 

24:13-32. 
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 Where were the disciples and what was the setting? Why? 

 

 Why did the disciples have reason to fear the Jews? Might Jesus‟ words in John 

15:18 and 20 be ringing in their ears? 

 

 Many scholars and commentaries insert Luke 24:34-35 and Mark 16:12-13 here 

in the middle of verse 19, because of what Luke says next in Luke 24:36. 

 

 

Q Verse 19b – What did Jesus do and say? 

 

 What had Jesus said about “Peace” the last time they were together? See John 

14:27. 

 

 Do you think the disciples were feeling “peaceful”? 

 

 

Q Verse 20 – What did Jesus do after He said this? 

 

 Why do you think He did this? What does this prove? 

 

 How many “witnesses” are needed to prove something? 

 

 What was the disciples‟ response? 

 

 Do you think Jesus appearance quelled their fear?  

 

 

 

Part Three: John‟s “Great Commission” 

Read Chapter 20:21-23 

 

Q Verse 21 – What did Jesus say next to these men? 

 

 Why, do you think, Jesus prefaced the command with “Peace be with you” again? 

 

 Can you think of other times in John‟s Gospel when Jesus said that the Father had 

sent Him? (Just for a quick example – read chapter 17). 

 

 Interesting note – the two words “sent” and “send” are different words in the 

Greek. The first, “As the Father has „sent‟ Me”, is the word apostello – from 

where we get the word “Apostle”. It means “to be set apart for a task”. The 

second word “So I send you” is the word pempo – which means “to dispatch”. 

Although the disciples were “apostles” in that they had been set apart for a task – 

they were now being dispatched for actual physical service.  
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Q Verse 22 – What did Jesus do after He dispatched His disciples? 

 

 And said what? 

 

 How do we reconcile this with Acts 1:8 and 2:1-13? 

 

 And what about Thomas? Did he miss out? 

 

 Hint: The key to understanding this verse is found in Genesis 2:7 and Ezekiel 

37:9. What did God do in these verses? 

 

 

Q Verse 23 – What (unusual to us) mandate did Jesus give to them? 

 

 Now – how do we reconcile this with Luke 5:21b and Isaiah 43:25 – that God 

alone can forgive sin? 

 

 This verse is often connected with Matthew 16:19 and 18:18. To whom is Jesus 

speaking there? 

 

 If you have a study Bible or commentaries – what do they say about these verses? 

Or do they skip them entirely? 

 

 Hint: The key to understanding this verse is found in understanding to whom 

Jesus is speaking. If you can, read this passage in the KJV and remember that the 

word “ye” is not just “Old English” – it is the plural of “you”. 

 

 

 

Part Four: But, Thomas… 

Read Chapter 20:24-29 

 

Q Verses 24-25a – What was unusual about this gathering? 

 

 How does John describe the group of disciples, even though Judas is not there? 

 

 How does John describe Thomas, specifically? 

 

 When else has he done this? (See John 11:16 and coming up in 21:2). 

 

 Why do you think John does this? (I learned something exciting about this and 

can‟t wait to share it!) 

 

 Here is an interesting thought – did Thomas eventually join the other disciples – 

or did they seek him out and share this news? How would that change your 

understanding of this verse? 
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Q Verse 25b – “But…” what was his response? 

 

 Remember – this is “real”. Thomas wasn‟t present at the crucifixion – how did he 

know about the spear thrust? 

 

 And what has been Thomas‟ nickname through the centuries? 

 

 What do you think the following 7 days were like? 

 

 In addition to the other 10 disciples, how many people‟s witness did Thomas 

reject? (See Matthew 28:8, Luke 24:31-35). 

 

 Again – only John shares this account. What do you think was his reason for 

including this story? 

 

 

Q Verse 26 – What happened on the “8
th

 day”? 

 

 By the way – “the 8
th

 day” represents “new beginnings”.  

 

 What was the setting (again)? 

 

 And Jesus said? 

  

 

Q Verse 27a – Who initiated the conversation? 

 

 What three things did Jesus tell Thomas to do? 

 

 What “proof” had Thomas sought? See verse 25. 

 

 Did Jesus give him the proof he wanted? 

 

 Why “finger” and “hand”? (There‟s an interesting reason for that.) 

 

 Is there any indication that Thomas actually did this? 

 

 This brings up an interesting question – will we have scars in our glorified 

bodies? 

 

 

Q Verse 27b – Then what command did Jesus give Thomas? 

 

 Many translations say, “Be not faithless, but believing”. I believe that the NASB 

translation is best here as it says “Be not unbelieving, but believing”. Although 

the same word is translated as “faithless” in other passages – I think that the 
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opposites of “unbelieving” and “believing” fits better. Also, the tense of the verb 

indicates that it was something in danger of happening.  

 

 

Q  Verse 28 – How did Thomas respond? 

 

 Are these the words of a “doubter”? 

 

 Think about these two distinctive titles for Jesus – “My Kurios and my Theos”. 

How are these two different? What was Thomas saying? 

 

 

Q Verse 29 – What question did Jesus ask Thomas? 

 

 How was this similar to what Jesus asked Nathanial in John 1:50? 

 

 What “Beatitude” did Jesus then share? 

 

 Think about John‟s readers (the “you” of John‟s gospel). How would this apply to 

them? 

 

 We call Thomas “Doubting Thomas”, but did he “doubt more” than the other 

disciples? 

 

 How did the other disciples react to the news of Jesus‟ Resurrection? (See Luke 

24:36-38 and Mark 16:14.) 

 

 What does Luke 24:39 tell us that Jesus had already said to the other disciples? 

 

 Perhaps they should be called “Doubting Disciples”! 

 

 Read what John wrote later about the validity of the Resurrection in 1 John 1:1-3. 

 

 

 

Part Five: To “You” 

Read Chapter 20:30-31 

 

Q Verse 30 – What does John say about the “signs” that Jesus did during His 

ministry? 

 

 By saying “many other signs” – what is John saying about the Resurrection? 

 

 Who saw these “signs”? 
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Q Verse 31a – Why did John choose to share these specific signs? 

 

 What are we to believe because of these signs? 

 

 How does this “bookend” John‟s words in the Prologue, John 1:18? 

 

 Can you name the seven “signs” that John chose to highlight in his gospel? 

 

 In 1 John 5:13, John explains why he wrote the Epistles. How do these two tie 

together? 

 

 How do John‟s words in 1 John 5:13 bring comfort to those who struggle with 

assurance?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Signs John chose to share: 

Water to Wine – 2:1-11 

Healing in Capernaum – 4:43-54 

Healing in Bethsaida – 5:1-15 

Feeding the Multitude – 6:1-15 

Healing the Blind Man – 9:1-12 

Raising of Lazarus – 11:1-44 

Resurrection of the Messiah – 20:1-18 

 

 

Just as an interesting side note – think about how these signs (especially 2-7) relate to 

each other in sets of two. 

 

 


