
The Gospel of John 
Lesson Thirty-seven: John 20:1-18 

The Empty Tomb 

 

 

Part One: Overview 

 

Read John 20:1-18 

 

 All four gospels can be intermeshed to get the whole picture of Jesus’ ministry. 

Each also, has stories that are uniquely theirs. Only in the Resurrection story do 

we find four (seemingly) completely different accounts of the same event. 

 

 Humor me – please do this overview in the order written  

 

 

Q What questions came to mind as you read John’s account? 

 

 

Q Read the other three accounts, Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-13, Luke 24:1-12. 

Now, what questions come to mind? 

 

 

Q How would you answer the critic who says, “How do you expect me to believe 

this? They can’t even get their stories straight on who did what and when! There 

was one angel, no two angels. They were here. They were there. Touch or don’t 

touch.”  

 

 

Q Now, turn to the last two pages of this lesson and read “Sunday Morning in 

Sequence”. Does that help? 

 

 

 

Part Two: Mary Magdalene and the Empty Tomb 

Read Chapter 20:1-2 

 

 It’s interesting – we don’t see this in our English translations – but the verbs in the 

first 5 verses are in the “present tense” (“Mary coming early to the tomb, seeing 

the stone already taken away”, etc). Think about how that makes the verses read 

and we’ll discuss it. 

 

Q Verse 1a – How does John begin his account? 

 

 What is the “first day of the week” for the Jew? 
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 Who, in John’s account, came to the tomb? 

 

 Before the crucifixion she is only mentioned one time – Luke 8:2. What do we 

really know about Mary Magdalene?  

 

 Why do you think John focused his whole Resurrection/Empty Tomb account on 

her? 

 

 According to the other gospels – how did she know where the tomb was? 

Matthew 27:61, Mark 15:47, Luke 23:55 

 

 How early in the morning did she come? (See also Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:1-2, 

Luke 24:1.) 

 

 

Q Verse 1b – What did she find when she got there? 

 

 What stone? If we only had John’s account, would we know about the stone? See 

John 19:40-42 

 

 Why do you think John didn’t mention it? 

 

 

Q Verse 2a – What did Mary do? 

 

 Why do you think she went to them? Why not back to the other women, who 

were on their way there? 

 

 

Q Verse 2b – What did she say? 

 

 How does she describe Jesus? 

 

 Who do you think she was referring to by “they”? 

 

 Did she really know that the tomb was empty? According to John – had she 

looked in the tomb? 

 

 

 

Part Three: Peter and the Other Disciple  

Read Chapter 20:3-10 

 

Q Verse 3 – What were these two men’s reaction to Mary’s words? 
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Q Verses 4-5 – What (somewhat comical) detail does John give us? 

 

 What did “the other disciple” (who got there first) do? 

 

 What did he see? 

 

 What action (or inaction) did that cause? 

 

 Why do you think he did not go in? 

 

 

Q Verse 6 – What did Peter do when he got there? 

 

 Are you surprised? 

 

 What did he see? 

 

 Note: The word for “saw” in verse 5 and “beheld” (or “saw” or “noticed”) in 

verse 6 are different words. We will discuss the differences, but think about how 

the words could be different. 

 

 

Q Verse 7 – What else did Peter see by going in? 

 

 Do any of the other gospels give these kinds of details? 

 

 What does such a detailed description tell us? 

 

 What does “rolled up in a place by itself” indicate? (And no, it doesn’t mean that 

He is coming back.) 

 

 

Q Verse 8 – How does John describe “the other disciple” (again)? 

 

 What did “the other disciple” finally do? 

 

 What was the result? 

 

 Note again – the word “see” here is different from verses 5 and 6. Here the word 

is eido, which is often translated “to know”.  

 

 What caused John to believe? Was it the empty tomb or the abandoned grave 

clothes? 
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Q Verse 9 – What information does John add about their state of mind? 

 

 Had Jesus told them that He would be raised? See Matthew 16:21, 17:23; Mark 

8:31, 9:31 and John 2:19. 

 

 Why didn’t they understand when Jesus told them? 

 

 

Q Verse 10 – What did the disciples do next? 

 

 How did the information of verse 9, cause the action of verse 10? 

 

 

 

Part Four: Mary Magdalene and the Angels  

Read Chapter 20:11-14 

 

Q Verse 11 – Where is Mary Magdalene now? 

 

 What is she doing? 

 

 While she wept – what did she do? 

 

 And here, is yet another word for “looked”. This time it is the simple act of 

“looking into”.  

 

 

Q Verse 12 – What did she see? 

 

 Where are they? 

 

 Where are the angels in the other accounts? Matthew 28:2, 5-6; Mark 16:5-6; 

Luke 24:4. 

 

 This word for “see” is eido, the same as in verse 8. In other words, she understood 

that they were angels.  

 

 

Q Verse 13a – What did the angels ask Mary? 

 

 Does Mary seem startled by the angels? Why do you think that is? 

 

 

Q Verse 13b – What did she reply? 
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 How does she describe Jesus now? 

 

 Why the change from verse 2? 

 

 

Q Verse 14 – What did Mary do next? 

 

 Where is Mary standing? (See verse 11). 

 

 Did the angels reply to Mary’s statement? 

 

 What happened when she turned around? 

 

 The word for “saw” or “beheld” here is the same as verse 6.  

 

 Is “seeing” – “believing” here? 

 

 I’m sure you have heard this taught many times – but why do you think she didn’t 

recognize Jesus? What are some reasons? 

 

 

 

Part Five: Mary and Jesus  

Read Chapter 20:15-48 

 

Q Verse 15a – What did Jesus say to Mary? 

 

 Why did He ask that? Did Jesus not know why she was crying, or Who she was 

looking for? 

 

 

Q Verse 15b – Who did she think Jesus was? 

 

 Why would she think that? 

 

 What was her reply? Did she answer Jesus’ question? 

 

 How did she expect a gardener to know who/what she was talking about? 

 

 Did she really think about what she was saying? How did she think that she could 

“take Him away”? What caused her to think like that? 

 

 

Q Verse 16 – What did Jesus say? 

 

 What did that cause her to do? 
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 What does that indicate about her stance?  

 

 How did she respond? 

 

 How is John 10:4 a picture of this? 

 

 

Q Verse 17a – What did Jesus say to her first? 

 

 What does this indicate that she did? 

 

 Different translations render this differently. The KJV says, “Touch Me not.” The 

NASB says, “Stop clinging to Me.” The NLT “Don’t cling to Me.” The NRSV 

“Don’t hold on to Me”. The problem is – the Greek allows it to be translated all 

these ways. The word literally means, “to attach oneself to”. It doesn’t mean 

“don’t touch” in the sense of touching with a finger. It is much stronger. It is 

interesting too, in that every case this word is used in the Gospels (except this 

one) it has to do with touching or being touched for healing. The KeyWord 

dictionary puts it this way. “The basic meaning is touching for the purpose of 

manipulating.” Interesting… 

 

 

Q Verse 17b – Why was Mary not to “attach herself to” Jesus? 

 

 What have you been taught about this verse? 

 

 This is one of the most misunderstood or differently interpreted verses in the 

Bible. I have come to understand it in light of Leviticus 16:15 and Hebrews 9, 

especially verses 12, 23-25. We will discuss this. 

 

 

Q Verse 17c – What did Jesus tell Mary to do? 

 

 Who are “My brethren”? 

 

 Why didn’t Jesus say, “Our Father” and “Our God”? How could Ruth 1:16 be a 

picture of this relationship? Also John 1:12-13? 

 

 

Q Verse 18 – What did she do? 

 

 Whom did she understand Jesus to be referring to in verse 17? 

 

 According to the other gospels – how was she received? See Mark 16:11 and 

Luke 24:11. 

 


