
The Gospel of John 
Lesson Thirty-seven: John 19:23-42 

The Crucifixion: Part 2 

 

 

Part One: Overview 

 

Read John 19:23-42 

 

Q Reading just John’s version of the death of Jesus, what details did your memory 

supply that John didn’t? 

 

 

Q What questions or observations came to mind? 

 

 

Q Now read Matthew 27:27-61, Mark 15:16-47, and Luke 23:26-56. How did the 

details intermesh? 

 

 

 

 

Part Two: Those around the Cross  

Read Chapter 19:23-27 

 

Q Verse 23 – Who does John draw our attention to first? 

 

 How many soldiers have been assigned to this detail? 

 

 How did John describe the tunic? 

 

 We tend to think of a “tunic” as an outer garment, but this piece of clothing was 

worn next to the skin. 

 

 

Q Verse 24a – What was the dilemma? 

 

 How did they solve it? 

 

 If all of Jesus’ clothing is divided among the soldiers – what does this imply? 

 

 Compare Matthew 27:35, Mark 15:24, and Luke 23:34b. How is John’s account 

different? 

 

 

Q Verse 24b – What prophecy did they fulfill? 
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 Read Psalm 22. Did the soldiers know that they were fulfilling prophecy? 

 

 

Q Verse 25 – How does John change the focus of those around the cross? 

 

 Who else was there? 

 

 What (exactly) was their position? Where were they? 

 

 Compare this to Matthew 27:55-56, Mark 15:40-41, and Luke 23:49. Did you 

notice anything different about John’s account of the women? 

 

 How would you intermesh these four accounts to determine who was there? 

 

 

Q Verses 26-27 – What part of the story does John share that the other Gospels 

leave out? 

 

 How would John know this? 

 

 Do you remember how John is related to Mary? 

 

 Hint: Compare the women who are at the cross. Do you remember who John’s 

mother is? She is there. (See Matthew 10:2, Matthew 20:20 and Matthew 27:56). 

 

 What does Jesus call His mother? 

 

 Do you remember when He called her that before? See John 2:40 

 

 That is not a derogatory statement. Do you remember what it means? (It depicts 

relationship).  

 

 Look at Luke 2:35. Do you see how that prophecy is being fulfilled here? 

 

 Why would Jesus commend the care of His mother to His cousin, John, rather 

than to her own sons? 

 

 Interesting note – we know that James and Jude (Jesus’ half-brothers) become 

believers – and actually wrote books in the New Testament. We also know that 

James becomes the head of the church in Jerusalem. Still – “tradition” says that 

John cared for Mary until her death and that she is buried in Ephesus where they 

lived later. I just found that interesting. 
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Part Three: Jesus on the Cross – John’s Version  

Read Chapter 19:28-30 

 

Q Verse 28a – After “what”? 

 

 

Q Verse 28b – What did Jesus know? 

 

 What other “all things” did John share that Jesus knew? See John 18:4 

 

 How do these two things correspond to one another? 

 

 

Q Verse 28c – What did Jesus say – and why? 

 

 This and Jesus’ words in verse 30 are two of Jesus’ “Seven last words” from the 

cross. 

 

 Did Jesus do this in order to fulfill scripture or did Jesus do this as a fulfillment of 

prophecy? See Psalm 22:15 and Psalm 69:21. 

 

 

Q Verses 29-30a – What was the response to Jesus’ words in verse 28? 

 

 Who do you think did this? 

 

 Where did the wine come from? 

 

 The other gospels tell us about Jesus being given the sour wine – why was it 

offered there? See Matthew 27:46-50, Mark 15:34-37, and Luke 23:36. 

 

 In both Matthew and Mark we are told that “Jesus uttered a loud cry”. What does 

John tell us that Jesus said? 

 

 The word “finished” does not mean “completed”. It is an accounting term which 

means “paid in full”. Interestingly, the last verse in Psalm 22 denotes this same 

thought.  

 

 

Q Verse 30b – What was Jesus’ last act? 

 

 Matthew 27:50 (NASB) says that Jesus “yielded up” His Spirit. John says that He 

“gave up” His Spirit. Both of these words indicate that it was voluntary. One 

commentary called it a “free dying”. 
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Part Four: Last Minutes on the Cross 

Read Chapter 19:31-37 

 

Q Verse 31 – How does John change the scene? 

 

 Who are “the Jews”? 

 

 To whom do they make a request?  

 

 Think about the logistics of this request. Where was Jesus? Where was Pilate? 

Imagine how this would have played out. 

 

 For what two things, specifically, do the Jews request? 

 

 Does this just concern Jesus? 

 

 John gives us the reasons before he gives the request – what are they? 

 

 This seems to be a “matter of fact” request – not something out of the ordinary. 

We are not told the reason for breaking the legs (and by the way – this is not a 

simple “breaking” of the legs – the word literally means “to crush” the legs.), but 

what is the reason? (Actually, some translations tell us why, but not the KJV or 

the NASB). 

 

 

Q Verse 32 – Did Pilate grant their request? 

 

 Who carried it out? 

 

 Imagine this scene. Why did they break the legs of both of the others before Jesus 

– why not one, then Jesus, then the other? 

 

 

Q Verse 33 – What happened when the soldiers came to Jesus? 

 

 Many have said that Jesus was only unconscious. Do you think these 

“experienced, battle-worn” soldiers would know the difference? 

 

 

Q Verse 34 – How did they make sure that Jesus was dead? 

 

 This is another detail that only John gives. Apparently it had a great impact on 

him. See 1 John 5:6. (I hope to do more study on this before the lesson). But what 

do you think? 
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 There are many theories for why “blood and water”. Interestingly, one 

commentary said, “This is properly a question for physicians to settle, but they 

differ as much as theologians!” 

 

 

Q Verse 35 – What parenthetical statement does John add? 

 

 Why do you think John added this? Was he referring to the whole crucifixion or 

this event of blood and water? 

 

 As this was written some 60 years after the event – how do John’s words strike 

you? 

 

 

Q Verses 36-37 – How does John validate and describe the things that have 

happened? 

 

 Verse 36 has been linked to Exodus 12:46. How is it connected? 

 

 The prophecy in verse 37 has been linked with Zechariah 12:10. What is the tense 

of the prophecy (past, present, future)?  

 

 In its context in Zechariah – what is it referring to? Has it been fulfilled yet? 

 

 

 

 

Part Five: Down from the Cross  

Read Chapter 19:38-42 

 

Q Verse 38a – Now who comes on the scene? 

 

 Have we met him before? 

 

 

Q Verse 38b – How does John describe him? 

 

 How do reading Matthew 27:50, Mark 15:43, and Luke 23:50-51 give us a fuller 

picture? 

 

 “Fear of the Jews” – when have we heard that before? (See John 7:13, 9:22, 

12:42).  

 

 What were they afraid of? What could “the Jews” do to them? 
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 What did Paul have to say about this in Romans 8:31? The writer to the Hebrews 

in Hebrews 13:6? What about the Psalmist in Psalms 118:6? There are many other 

scriptures that give this same message, can you think of others? 

 

 Can you see this same type of fear playing out today? 

 

 

Q Verse 38c – What did Joseph of Arimathea do? 

 

 [Bad joke department: How is Joseph of Arimathea like Popeye the Sailor? ] 

 

 

Q Verse 39 – Who joined Joseph? 

 

 How does John describe him? 

 

 What did he bring? 

 

 

Q Verse 40 – How did Joseph and Nicodemus proceed? 

 

 

Q Verse 41 – How does John describe the place where the tomb was located? 

 

 How is this different from the other gospels? 

 

 Do you find this interesting? That “in the place where He was crucified – there 

was a garden”. A “garden” – on Golgotha”? Why would a wealthy man own a 

burial in a place where Romans conducted crucifixions? 

 

 What was unique about this tomb? 

 

 

Q Verse 42 – Why did they bury Jesus here? 

 

 

 Mark, Luke and John end the story here. Only Matthew tells us something that 

took place on the next day. We must realize that “life” didn’t stop from Friday 

night until Sunday morning. There is always a “next day”… 

 


