
Jesus as High Priest info with John 17 

 

 

The first thing the High Priest did on the Day of Atonement was to sanctify, or pray for 

the sacrifice. Jesus did that when He prayed for Himself.  

 

Next the High Priest prays for those for whom the sacrifice is offered. Jesus did that in 

praying for His disciples.  

 

In the Old Testament, when the High Priest went before the Lord, one of the things that 

he wore was something called “a breastplate of judgment.” Exodus 28:29 says “Aaron” 

(who was the first High Priest) “shall carry the names of the sons of Israel on the 

breastplate of judgment over his heart when he enters the holy place, for a 

memorial before the LORD continually.” In other words, the High Priest had the 

names of the twelve tribes of Israel listed on this breastplate, so that when he went in to 

pray before the Lord, he took the names of these people with him – they were “literally” 

on his heart. 

 

In this prayer we see, our names were on Jesus’ heart as He went before the Father. Jesus 

new role as the Great High Priest is now beginning with this intercessory prayer.  

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 says, “So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered 

heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe.  

This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for He faced all of the same 

testings we do, yet He did not sin.  

So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive His 

mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”  

 

 

 

Additional Reference Scriptures: 

Leviticus 16:3-34 (especially verse 30) 

Philippians 2:9-11 

Hebrews chapters 8-9 (most important) 

Hebrews 10:11-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The C.O.R.E of Jesus’ Glory 

 
 

 First Jesus’ Glory is the Cross. We see this in verse 17:1. The NLT puts it this 

way, “Glorify Your Son, so [that] He can give glory back to You.” And how is 

God to glorify His son? Through the Cross. 

 

 

 Second, Jesus’ Glory is His Obedience to God. We see this in verse 4 when He 

says, “”I brought glory to You (speaking of God) by doing everything You told 

me to do.” 

 

 

 Third, His Glory is His Relationship to God. Verse 10 says that the disciples are 

His glory. The KJV puts it this way, “And all mine are thine, and thine are 

mine and I am glorified in them.” 

 

 

 Then fourth, His Glory is in His Eternal existence. Verse 24 continues talking 

about the glory by saying that He wants us to not only see, but experience His 

glory, “which” He prays “You have given me, for You loved me before the 

foundation of the world.”  This is almost identical to verse 5 which states, “And 

now Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Relevant Scripture References 

 
Philippians 2:9-11 

Leviticus 16:3-34 (especially verse 30)  

Hebrews 4:14-16 

Hebrews chapters 8-9 (most important) 
Hebrews 10:11-12 

(Actually - it would be very helpful if you read the whole book of Hebrews. Read it in an 

easily understood version such as The New Living Translation.) 

 

 


