
The Gospel of John 
 

Lesson One: The Book 

 

In this first lesson we will take an overview and introductory view of John’s Gospel. I 

want you to read the Gospel all the way through this week. According to Woodrow 

Kroll’s book, “Read Your Bible, One Book at a Time”, the Gospel can be read through 

by the average reader in just under 2 hours. If you read a little each day, this shouldn’t be 

a problem. If you plan on doing the lesson in one afternoon – it might be a little taxing. 

Please, if possible, (at least on first reading) read in a Bible without study notes, or 

discipline yourself to not read any commentary as you read through. 

 

I encourage you to do a little every day – or at least read the scripture texts each day and 

think about them as you go through your day, until your next reading time. Also – for this 

study of John, let me encourage you to use at least two translations as you study – one 

should be a “word for word” translation and the other a “thought for thought” translation 

(be sure to ask me if you’re not sure what this is). This will really help you to get the 

most out of your study. 

 

Watch for repeated words and themes. Watch for contrasts and contrasting statements. 

Also watch for people misunderstanding what Jesus is saying. These things are easer to 

see if you are reading straight through the Gospel. Make a note of them. And write down 

any questions you may have about what you read. Hopefully we will answer these as we 

go through this study. 

 

Also, for this first lesson, scan over the chronology pages, and keep it handy as you’re 

reading. We will discuss this at the end of this lesson. 

 

 

Part One: The First Year and a Half of Ministry 

Read John chapters 1-6 

 

 

Part Two: From the Second Passover to the Third 

Read chapters 7-11 

 

 

Part Three: Holy Week Plus One Day 

Read chapters 12-17 

 

 

Part Four: The Arrest, Trial, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Beyond 

Read chapters 18-21 

 

 

Answer the following questions for each part. 



 2 

 

Q Make a note of where these events take place.  

 

 

Q Who are present as these events take place? 

 

 

Q Make note as to whom Jesus is speaking. 

 

 

Q Can you detect a change in demeanor of:  

 The Disciples? 

 

 

 The Jews? 

 

 

 The Multitude? 

 

 

Part Five: Overview of John’s Gospel 

 

Q What impression did reading this Gospel straight through have on you? 

 

 

Q What are some of the words you noticed being repeated? 

 

 

Q What themes were repeated? 

 

 

Q What did you find interesting, or what surprised you about the chronology as you 

read? 

 

 

Q What one thing struck you the most by reading straight through? 

 

 

John has one overarching reason for writing his gospel and recording the signs and 

miracles that he did, and that is found in chapter 20, verses 30-31: “Many other signs 

therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of he disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ , the 

Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” 

 

Remember this – we will return to it time and time again throughout this study! 


